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Alumni from across New Zealand -
and as far away as Texas - gathered
for the ‘Taratahl Agricultural
Training Centie S0th reqion al the
weakend.

Centre lidlson officer Natalie
Bowie said 120 old boys and girls
of the centre had registered for the
reunion with one graduate of the
lass of 1840 the eldest of all alumni
P g

Ms Bowie said there were several
fathers and sons at the reunion,
whi had exch attended the centre
In their day, and it was especially
warming: to sep old friends greet
each other after what has heen for
some almost alifetime apant.

Also at the reunion on' Saturday
was Ruth Andersen, wife of former
centre manager of pme years
Ray Andersen, and Class of 1961
groduate Warren Sutherland, who
travelled from Texas for the reunion
alongside his wife, Barbara
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; ﬁfhu Class of ‘61 were oul the
hackand rupning the pens al the

Mfirst, Golden Shears, Thal was us,

and it was hard work but it was

_great”

included in the reunijon agenda
were lours departing every hall-
hour from: the genire {9 their new:

“diiry unil, their Glenside farming

property, and to their latest sheep

-and beef farm located Skm north of

Masterton, Mangarats.
“The reunfon was planned with
tiie. Ided of starting an dlumni

-association alead of our centenary:

year and to celebrate the newer
directions the centre |5 faking like
the dairy unit, new workshops and

aecommodation blocks™

Ms Bowie said construction

‘began earlier this year on the
actommodation blocks and new

technical workshops and  dairy:
storage shid, which is alt part of a:

‘development plan to ensure firsi-

rate resourees and accommodation
for students.
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Tall Tales section o entice alnmn|
on a walk down memory lane and
an agrisporis contest that ran them
through their paces in fencing,
trough work, chalnsaws, animal
anatomy, and ATV and (railer use

Participants  also: ‘enjoyed o
reunion dinner at the Copthorne
Hotel and Resort Solway Park with
refgning Young Farmer of the Year
David Skiffington as puest spenker

The weekend ended yesterday
with a tour and barbecue lunech at
tilenburn Station,
 The cenire; which foday boasts
about 40 fulltime staff and 70
students, started life a¢  the
Walratapd Cadel Training Farn
and was established in “central
Wairarapa in 1910 us a training
farm for men returming from World
War I. '

Aceording to the centre websile,
the original facilify gave practical
farm training to 60 men and was
only later used for more wvaried
purposes related to agricultural
skills fraining.




